Kinds of sentences encountered in the headline articles of the Jakarta Post newspaper by Lestama, VBS Melyani
T Kinds of Sentences Encountered in The Headline Articles 
of The Jakarta Post Newspaper 
 
THESIS 
In partial fulfillment of the requirements for 
 the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in  
English Language Teaching 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By: 
VBS Melyani Lestama 
1213001098 
 
 
UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA 
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN & ILMU PENDIDIKAN 
JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA & SENI 
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 
JULI, 2006 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
With the completion of this thesis, the writer, firstly, would like to thank GOD for 
all His Magnificent Graces and Loving Kindness bestowed upon her. This thesis is 
especially dedicated to the Glory of His Name. Secondly, the writer would like to express 
her deep gratitude to the following people who have contributed their endless supports 
and prayers during the writer’s delicate time in completing her thesis: 
1. Dr. Agustinus Ngadiman, the writer’s first thesis advisor who has been so patient in 
guiding the writer conducting her thesis and whose valuable suggestions, comments, 
encouragements, have been a great contribution for her to finish her thesis. 
2. Drs. Hendra Tedjasuksmana, M. Hum., the writer’s second thesis advisor for giving 
the writer worthwhile guidance with useful inputs, advices and corrections so that she 
could finish the thesis.  
3. Maria Josephine K.S., S.Pd. who has lent the writer a book entitled Building 
Sentences which is very useful for this study.  
4. Her boy friend, Sutrisno Liemando S.T. M.Ak., who has given his endless and 
affectionate supports with prayers, help, and loving care. 
5. Her beloved grandmother, parents: Ong Daud Wijono and Maria Susiawati, her 
brother, Sukandar, and her sisters, AVS. Margi Lestama S.E, Permatasari Lestama, 
Ratih Lestama for their endless and affectionate supports - financially and mentally -, 
with prayers, help, and loving care and also for harping on the same string. 
6. The family of  Sutrisno Liemando, uncle Sugianto Liem and aunty Hoo Indrawati, 
Putra Aryanto, SE.B.Sc. & Erna Liemando, S.E. for their support in finishing the 
writer’s thesis.   
 7. The librarians in the Kalijudan campus, for helping the writer to collect the data for 
her thesis and the books for the related theories. 
8. All the lecturers of Widya Mandala Catholic University for their guidance, support, 
and help during her study at the university. 
She is positively certain that without their supports, this thesis would have never 
been accomplished in due time.  
 
The writer 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
APPROVAL SHEET (1) ………………………………………………………………i 
APPROVAL SHEET (2) ………………………………………………………………ii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS…………………………………………………………….iii 
TABLE OF CONTENTS……………………………………………………………….v 
ABSTRACT…………………………………………………………………………….vii 
 
CHAPTER I   :  INTRODUCTION…………………………………………………...1 
1.1 Background of The Study……………………………………….1 
1.2 Statement of The Problems……………………………………..4 
1.3 The Objectives of The Study……………………………………4 
1.4 Significance of The Study………………………………………5 
1.5 Theoretical Framework………………………………………….5 
1.6 Scope and Limitation……………………………………………6 
1.7 Assumption………………………………………………………6 
1.8 Definition of Key Terms………………………………………..7 
1.9 Organization of The Thesis……………………………………..8 
 
CHAPTER II   :  REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE…………………………10 
2.1 Underlying Theories…………………………………………....10 
2.1.1 Sentence……………………………………………….…10 
2.1.1.1 Kinds of Sentences……………………….……...11 
2.1.1.2 Sentence Complexity……………………….……16 
 2.1.2 Traditional Grammar……………………………….……19 
2.2 Previous Study..………………………………………………....20 
 
CHAPTER III  :  RESEARCH METHODOLOGY………………………..…………22 
3.1 The Research Design……………………………..………….22 
3.2 The Source of Data…………………………..………………24 
3.3 The Data Collection Procedure………………..……………25 
3.4 The Instruments…………………………………..………….26 
3.5 The Data Analysis Techniques……….……………..……...28 
 
CHAPTER IV  :  DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS..29 
4.1  Data Analysis…………………………………………………29 
4.2  Discussion of The Findings………………………………….78 
 
CHAPTER V   :  CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION…………………………....80 
        5.1 Conclusion……………………………………………………..80 
        5.2  Suggestions……………………………………………………81 
BIBLIOGRAPHY……………………………………………………………………...83 
ABSTRACT 
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of The Jakarta Post Newspaper. Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni. Jurusan 
Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni. Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan Universitas 
Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya. 
Advisors: 
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 Language is a means of communication. Human beings, who are social creatures, 
need to interact and communicate with others. By communication, people can express 
what they feel and what they think of others. Since English is a foreign language for 
Indonesian people, many people have difficulty in using the English in their 
communication. They face the problems in reading, speaking, listening, and writing. And 
the solution to reduce the difficulty in communicating with others in English is to use, 
listen, read, and write in English as much as they can. 
 Since the writer has experienced and seen many people having difficulty in 
reading the news, especially the English newspaper, she was encouraged to find the kinds 
of sentences and their patterns in the Jakarta Post Newspaper, specifically in the headline 
articles. 
Writing is one of the vital language skills that a writer cannot neglect. In writing 
there are many aspects that the writer should pay attention, they are grammar, discourse, 
sentence complexity. According to the Traditional Grammar, a sentence is classified by 
the number and kinds of clauses. The kinds of sentences are simple, compound, complex, 
and compound-complex sentences. A simple sentence has only one independent clause, 
while a compound sentence has two or more independent clauses. The complex sentence 
contains one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses, and the compound-
complex sentence contains two or more independent clauses and one or more dependent 
clauses.  
In this thesis the writer first tried to find out the kinds of sentences, the frequency 
of each kind of sentences, and the patterns of these kinds of sentences found in the 
headline articles of the Jakarta Post Newspaper. She randomly took 8 headline articles. 
The writer discovered that there were 167 sentences in the selected headline articles. 
From the result, the compound sentences took the first rank with the total occurrence of 
104 (62.276 %), followed by simple sentences with the total occurrence of 53 (31.737 
%). The compound and compound-complex sentences occurred with the total occurrence 
of 5 (2.994 %) each. In complex sentences there were five patterns with the number and 
percentage of occurrences; 1 IC plus1 DC = 59 (56.730 %), followed by pattern 1 IC + 2 
DC with the total occurrence of 30 (28.846 %), pattern 1 IC + 3 DC with the total 
occurrence of 11 (10.577 %), pattern 1 IC + 4 DC with the total occurrence of 3 (2.885 
%), and the last pattern 1 IC + 7 DC with the total occurrence of 1 (0.962 %).  
As far as a sentence does not contain more than one dependent clause, the reader 
will not get confused. Therefore the news writer should not make a sentence contain 
more than one dependent clause. 
 
